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My experiences over many years as a frequent hermit at Pacem in Terris are captured in
a phrase from Psalm 46.

“Be still and know that I am God
supreme among the nations,
supreme on the carth.”

Immersed in silence and surrounded by God’s handiwork, nature, one slips into His
presence at Pacem. One is overwhelmed by the incredible reality of creation and
simultaneously deeply comforted by the expression of care and love for me as an
individual. This unique presence of God generates perspective, and affords a glimpse
into unfathomable mystery.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
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The Most Reverend Richard E. Pates
Bishop of Des Moines

Enclosure

Phone (515) 237-5039 « Fax (515) 237-5071
601 Grand Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50309 = bishop@dmdiocese.org



